UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION 2
DATE:.  August 29, 2013

suBJecT:  PCB Inspection: Public Scheol 038 — The Pacific School
‘ 450 Pacific Street
Brooklyn, New York 11217

FROM: James S. Haklar, Ph.D. ; .
‘ Environmental Engineer, Toxics Section
Pesticides & Toxic Substances Branh .~ ~

TO: Susan Schulz, Chief
Toxics Section

On August 14, 2013, a Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) polychlorinated biphenyl
(PCB) inspection was performed at the above-referenced school. The purpose of the
inspection was to observe the removal and disposal of PCB ballasts and associated
fluorescent light fixtures by PAL Environmental Services, an asbestos abatement
contractor. The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) began the
inspection by holding an opeﬁing conference with the following individuals:

. Craig Hnis, Industrial Hygienist, New York City School Construction Authority
(SCA)

- John Garoutsos, SAI Environmental Consultants (a consultant to the SCA)

- lgor Zarubin, TDX Construction Corporation (the general contractor for the
~ project)

Also present was Dennis Saﬁtelia of EPA Region 2°s Office of the Regional
Administrator. EPA presented credentlals and issued a Notice of Inspection (see
Attachment 1).

Background

Pubhc School 038 is 1ocated in a three-story masonry building. The school has an
enroﬂment of approximately 494 students and serves students in kindergarten through the

fifth grade as well as special education. The school’s ventilation system exhausts air
from the classrooms. According to the custodian, windows were replaced within the

prlor 6 years.

On August 2, 2011, EPA issued a cleanup and disposal approval to the SCA to address
PCB-contaminated soil located next to the school.

The facility is one of approximately 90 schools to date in which the SCA is performing
school-wide replacement of existing PCB fluorescent light ballasts and fixtures. At each
school, an SCA industrial hygienist, along with an independent consultant, oversee the
lighting replacement activities.



Inspection Details

School-wide removal of the existing light ballasts and fixtures had been completed and
waste was scheduled for off-site transport and disposal. EPA obtained copies of the daily
ballast tally sheets as well as a summary sheet (see Attachment 2). Based on the
information provided on the daily tally sheets, 448 leaking and 530 non-leaking ballasts
were removed (all ballasts are assumed to be PCB-containing). Comparison with the
summary sheet reveals a slight discrepancy in these numbers (the summary sheet shows
452 leaking and 487 non-leaking ballasts).

SCA and its consultant/general contractor explained to EPA that the number of stained
fixtures equals the number of leaking ballasts.

EPA inspected the PCB waste storage area. The poly-lined, contained area was secured
and isolated from the other work areas. The exterior was not marked as required by 40
CFR 761.40. Upon EPA’s recommendation a compliant PCB mark was affixed to the
exterior of the storage area.

All ballasts are assumed to be PCB-containing. The ballasts (as well as broken and intact
bulbs) are being disposed of by Veolia Environmental Services (West Bridgewater, MA).
All fixtures are being disposed of by Wayne Disposal (Belleville, MI).

Conclusion

EPA concluded the inspectioiﬁi with a discussion of the Agency’s observations. A Receipt |
for Samples and Documents was also completed (see Attachment 3).

Attachment

1. Notice of Inspection
2. Daily Tally and Summary Sheets
3. Receipt for Samples and Documents
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Notice of Inspection
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Attachment 2

’Daily Tally and Summary Sheets
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Attachment 3

Receipt for Samples and Documents




RECEIPT FOR SAMPLES AND DOCUMENTS
mmmwuum information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response.

United States Environmental Protection Agency Form Approved
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